Source of material
Stoichiometric mixtures of the elements were heated up to 1273 Κ for 1 day and annealed at 673 Κ for one week (Nb container, welded at 30kPa Ar). Single phases (by X-ray diffraction) with silvery grey crystals were formed. The compounds are very sensitive against oxidation and hydrolysis and have to be handled under inert conditions. Lattice parameters were determined from Guinier-Simon powder patterns [ 1 ] with Si standard (λ(Οι/Γ α ι) = 1.54051 A ; a(Si) = 5.4305 Ä). (7) 0.0288 (7) 0.0291 (7) 0.0273 (7) -0.0004(6) -0.0045(6) 0.0085 (6) 
